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Being a graduate from Alexandria Technical College with a uid power degree from 1996, it was ex-
tremely helpful for me to go through the course and sharpen my uid power education. | am much
more con dent with sizing components when it comes to using ow, force, and speed calculations.

Certi cation has inspired me to get additional improved education, and | am currently enrolled to take the
Beta Fluid Power Electronic Controls Specialist Certi cation, and | also plan to take the Hydraulic Specialist
course next November to become a Certi ed Fluid Power Specialist.

| recently was hired into SMC Corporation of America in June 2008. Although | had absolutely no experi-
ence in the pneumatic industry, | decided to sign up for the uid power exam in November to better prepare
myself for the situations | might encounter as an outside sales representative at SMC. With my background
as a mechanical engineer, along with the training material supplied by the SMC staff, | was able to obtain my
CFPPS certi cation after just ve months with the company. Not only did this improve my understanding of
pneumatic circuits and their various applications, but | have also found the CFPPS certi cation to be a valu-
able attribute that provides instant credibility in an industry favoring wisdom and experience. Most notably,
| have been working with a start-up company, Prime Technical Services, to develop pneumatic systems that
can be used to position high precision lasers on CNC machines.

When making calls with my sales reps, | have often been asked about the insignia on my business
card and also the letters following my name, CFPPS. After explaining SMC s commitment to training our
sales force to a higher level of competency, | have noticed a higher level of interest in SMC products, more

open discussion, and an increased con dence in SMC as a premier pneumatic supplier.

Getting my CFPS certi cation while in college at Penn State University helped me get into uid power.
The credibility of being certi ed helps with customer applications and relations and lends credibility to
what | do.

In 1997, | obtained my Fluid Power Pneumatic Specialist Certi cation. | began to focus my attention
on pneumatic applications, and felt having the certi cation to be a natural step in my career. | will en-
courage my sales force to become Certi ed Fluid Power Pneumatic Specialists in order to improve our
industry. | feel that my customers have enjoyed a positive uid power experience due to my certi ca-
tion.

A customer of mine who was using air/oil intensi er (and hated the use of hydraulic oil because it leaked
all over the place), let us replace the application with a pneumatic cylinder. | had to specify a 5-stage NFPA
tie-rod cylinder to achieve equivalent forces in the space available. Along with calculating the forces of
that cylinder, | had to calculate the total machine demand for air ow to make sure his compressors could
handle such an increased use in air, size a booster and tank, and help develop the air logic to run the ma-
chine. Without the CFPPS certi cation, this would not have been within my grasp. Now the customer will be
converting the rest of their machines since this modi cation increased production and reliability from the
machines.
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