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H
ave you ever noticed that 
when the economy takes a 
nose dive, you tend to look for 
inexpensive ways to improve the 
environment around you? You 
start to reprioritize your spending 

by delaying instant gratification purchases in 
favor of long-term investments and savings. As a 
result, your business looks a little nicer because 
you would rather put a new coat of paint in your 
warehouse and spruce up your office than waste 
your dwindling bottom line on unnecessary 
expenditures. And this is a good thing because, 
quite simply, you are “getting your house in order”.

I have noticed this trend with our members 
as well. The stress of the economy has made 
the short-term bleak for them. But instead of 
hunkering down and waiting it out, many are 
preparing themselves for a brighter future. In 
fact, IFPS is seeing that companies are training 
and certifying their employees so that when the 
industry does turn around, their employees are 
equipped to hit the ground running right along 
with the businesses.  And individuals in the 
industry are educating and training themselves 
so that when raises and bonuses – or even new 
employment opportunities – start to free up, they 
are in a position to be considered for one. Talk 
about getting your house in order!

And here is the good news: IFPS has recognized 
this trend and has set about answering the needs 
of our members. There will be no increase for any 
of our services in 2009. In fact, we are reducing the 
cost for individuals that hold multiple certifications, 
and discounting the on-line training courses – so 
not only do you save money on travel, you also 
save money on the training course itself. We are 
also looking into cost saving affinity programs that 
will also help you to put your house in order!

Despite the increase that IFPS has seen in 
certification, training and new members, the 
Society as a whole recognizes the benefits of 
getting their own house in order while this economy 
is in a slow-down. In the coming months, you will 
start to see a more consistent brand and message 
from the Society. In fact, we are in the process of 
updating the IFPS website to address the ever-
evolving needs of the internet community as well 
as our increasingly internet-savvy membership – 
not only will there be a new “look” to the site, its 
navigation will be reworked and the content will be 

revamped. We are also working to streamline our 
certification and membership processes internally 
at Headquarters and are researching online testing 
capabilities. Our test scoring methods have also 
recently gone through restructuring so that we 
can easily recognize trends in the testing results 
and address those trends during our continuous 
test review process. Speaking of the test review 
process, the IFPS Certification Committee has 
embarked on what will be a continual review of 
the existing IFPS certifications for the purpose 
of maintaining integrity and relevancy. And let us 
not forget the new IFPS certifications that are in 
the pipeline – the Electronic Controls Specialist 
certification and the Mechatronics Certification. 
Very simply, IFPS is working to solidify itself as the 
leader in certification and training for the fluid power 
industry.  We want to secure our future with you!  

So while this economy has certainly impacted 
this industry and the IFPS, the Society is seeing a 
lot of new paint and spruced-up businesses (and 
is doing a bit of housekeeping of its own)! As with 
recessions in the past, the fluid power industry 
will come out on the other side of this economy 
with well-certified and well-trained employees – 
its homes (or rather businesses) will have been 
put in order so that they will be able to see the 
future clearly and be able to serve its customers 
more effectively.

So, if you are an individual in the fluid power 
industry and you want to put your “house” in 
order, call the IFPS at (800) 308-6005 or visit us 
at www.ifps.org. We want to partner with you so 
that you are competitive and strong when this 
economy turns around.  


